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NEWS

London’s prestigious 2012 Olympic 
Stadium (above right) is now 
beginning to take shape on the 
Olympic Park in east London.  
	 Steel terracing supports, each 
weighing 35t, have begun to be lifted 
into place above the podium level 
to hold the 55,000 seats in the upper 
tier. 
	 Work started in early October on 
the south stand and 112 steel rakers 

will be erected around the stadium 
podium over the next nine months.
	 The 40m long rakers have 
been fabricated at Watson Steel 
Structures’ factory in Bolton and are 
being delivered to site in sections, 
bolted together and lifted into place 
by a 200t capacity crawler crane.
	 Olympic Delivery Authority Chair 
John Armitt said: “People will now 
start to see the skeleton of the 

stadium from miles around, giving a 
real indication of the sheer size and 
scale of this flagship venue.”
	 Work started in September on 
the 200 rakers and 12,000 pre-cast 
concrete terracing units for the 
lower bowl which holds the 25,000 
permanent seats within the stadium.
	 Towards the end of the year, the 
podium slab around the west and 
south stands will join up with the 

raised ground level on the north and 
east stands, creating a concourse 
around the entire stadium.
	 Work has also recently begun on 
the Olympic Village and a selection of 
leading architects are now in place 
for all residential plots. Designs were 
published in October showing the 
residential schemes (above left) as 
well as the courtyard area, pedestrian 
walkways and open areas.

	Steelwork contractor Allerton Engineering has 
opened a new factory in County Durham to cope 
with the increased demand for bridge steelwork 
manufacturing.
	 The new premises at Tursdale will be occupied 
solely by Allerton’s bridge specialist division 
Allerton Bridges. The facility will create seven 
new jobs initially, with another 10 expected to 
follow over the next year.
	 John Riddle, Managing Director of Allerton 
Bridges, said: “The bridge side of the market is 
very buoyant at the moment and we needed even 
more space to cope with the extra workload. 
Despite our new extension at Northallerton, there 
was just not enough room to handle the amount 
of work that is coming in.”
	 Group Managing Director, Stuart Beales, 
said: “The business is growing all the time and 
we needed more fabrication space to keep pace 
with the increasing number of orders from our 
key clients.” 

Steelwork rises 
on Olympic Park

Steelwork has recently been completed on the 
Rose Bowl, a new home for the Business and 
Law Faculty, for Leeds Metropolitan University.
	 Scheduled to open in September 2009, the 
premises will provide a state of the art learning 
environment inside a five storey signature glass 
fronted building consisting of offices, teaching 
areas, lecture theatres and a cafe.
	 Situated opposite Leeds Civic Hall, the U-
shaped building features a distinctive glazed 
bowl structure at the front. Supported on a 
series of Y-shaped columns this structure will 

house the school’s lecture theatres.
	 Simon Sutcliffe, Project Manager for main 
contractor BAM, said: “It’s a very complex 
part of the project and the design lent itself to 
steel.” 
	 The Y feature columns are connected to a 
horizontal truss, or steel diagrid, which goes 
around the circular structure. A series of these 
diagrids form the bowl shape which has been 
fully glazed.	
	 Fisher Engineering has erected approximate-
ly 1,350t of structural steelwork for the project.   
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