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As part of a major redevelopment of the UK’s pre-
mier Formula One Grand Prix Circuit at Silverstone, 
Barrett Steel Buildings has won a contract to pro-
vide the steelwork for the new Pit and Paddock.
	 Working on behalf of main contractor Bucking-
ham Group, Barrett Steel Buildings has begun its 
steelwork erection programme. After a brief pause 
for the 2010 British Grand Prix, held during the 
weekend of July 10/11, the steelwork is scheduled 
to be completed by the end of July.
	 The complex is the first stage in reconfirming 
Silverstone’s position at the pinnacle of the mot-
orsport industry and as the home of motor racing. 
Included in the complex are new garages, a race 
control building, media centre, hospitality and VIP 
spectator zones and a primary paddock. 
	 Designed by award winning sport architects 
HOK, the new complex will act as a catalyst for fur-
ther investment across the site and set a high ar-
chitectural standard for any future developments.
	 Joint Managing Director of Barrett Steel Build-

ings, John Brennan said: “I am thrilled that our 
company is able to contribute to such a high profile 
British project that will be seen by millions across 

the globe. The Barrett team are really pulling out 
all the stops to ensure the project is a complete 
success.”

NEWS

Steel still the competitive option
Steel is emerging from the recession 
as still the framing material of choice 
for the multi-storey buildings market. 
	 The 2009 Market Share Survey 
conducted by independent 
researcher Construction Markets 
shows that in the non-residential 
multi-storey buildings sector 
structural steel frames held a market 
share of 69%. Steel’s nearest rival, 
insitu concrete, remained below 
20%, where it has been for some 
years. Steel’s share of the single 
storey industrial buildings market 
rose to 97.6%.
	 Alan Todd, Director of Market 
Development at the BCSA, said: 
“The growth of structural steel’s 
use over the last 25 years is a real 
success story for the construction 
and manufacturing sectors in the 
UK.”
	 Mr Todd said the recent 
increases in steel prices shouldn’t 

affect steel’s market share. “There is 
also upward pressure on alternative 
materials which means the relative 
competitive position will be largely 
unchanged. Recent steel prices 
are not insignificant, but they 

constitute less than 1% of overall 
typical building costs. It is also worth 
considering that even with the price 
increases the costs of the frame and 
floor of a steel-framed building is still 
well below 2008 levels. 

	 “We believe that structural 
steel’s overall cost and sustainability 
benefits as well as its speed, quality, 
and health and safety record will 
continue to make it the preferred 
choice of construction teams.”  

Civic hall for Guildford
Construction work on Guildford’s new civic hall is 
on track for completion next year, with the majority 
of the project’s steelwork now erected.
	 The 1,700 capacity venue is a replacement for 
an older premises which stood on the same site 
and was demolished last year.
	 Steelwork contractor for the project is 
D A Green & Sons, and its contract requires the 
fabrication, supply and erection of approximately 
640t of steel.
	 The project’s largest steelwork elements 
consist of a series of 22m long trusses which form 
the auditorium roof. Below this the venue has two 

levels of seating, a balcony and a ground floor 
which will include retractable seating.  
	 “We’ve completed the structure’s main frame 
and metal decking on programme,” said Martin 
Futter, D A Green & Sons’ Contracts Director. 
“During August we will return to site for five 
weeks to erect the technical level, which is high 
level steelwork inside the auditorium for audio, 
lighting and stage systems.” 
	 The new civic hall will host a mixed programme 
of rock concerts, classical music and theatre. It 
has been designed by architects Austin Smith 
Lord and the main contractor is Willmott Dixon.   

Steel flagged up at 
Silverstone 
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