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To coincide with its 75 year an-

niversary, Lindapter has 

launched a new Design Guide 

which is a  comprehensive re-

source for specifying connec-

tions. To request a free copy Tel. 

01274 521444. 

SCI has awarded its quality 

assurance SCI Assessed mark 

to Fusion Building Systems for 

its thermal modelling work 

showing that heat losses 

through its light steel framing 

system’s junction details are 

significantly lower than generic 

thermal bridging data suggests. 

Andrew Way, Manager of Light 

Gauge Construction, SCI says: 

“SCI Assessed gives manu-

facturers a cost effective way to 

differentiate their product in a 

highly competitive market.”

Talks on the EU Working Time 

Directive have broken down 

without an agreement being 

reached. The collapse sees the 

end of the European Parliament’s 

proposal to phase out the opt-

out in three years. A conciliation 

meeting in Brussels was unable 

to resolve the long standing 

differences. Commenting on the 

issue, Business Secretary Lord 

Mandelson added: “Millions of 

people are better off because of 

the opt-out and I am relieved we 

have been able to resist its 

removal.”

Mace has confirmed that 

Severfield-Reeve Structures will 

design, fabricate and deliver the 

steel frame from the ground 

level upwards for London’s 

Shard project. Meanwhile 

Cleveland Bridge will work on 

the project’s plunge columns 

and other steelwork for the 

basement and ground floor. 

Currently piling is still on going 

and lower steelwork is expected 

to begin within the next few 

months. 

BCSA promotes steel to the RICS

SCI has developed a Management Audit Tool for Rapid 
Investigation of Critical Systems (MATRICS), a real 
time decision making tool enabling managers to 
monitor the condition of safety critical components 
against their performance standards throughout their 
operational lives.
	 The software provides quick and secure multi-user 

access to high quality safety critical information, and a 
user-friendly traffic light reporting system.
	 The key features of MATRICS were designed in 
response to the findings of the recent HSE KP3 Asset 
Integrity Programme report which found that: 
“Companies need better key indicators of performance 
available at the most senior management levels to 
inform decision making and focus resources.”
	 The priority level of each component is displayed 
via a user friendly traffic light system to provide 
operators with clear and highly visual integrity reports 
for installations and their systems. 

SCI develops 
safety monitoring 
system

BCSA has been actively promoting the value benefits of 
steel construction by making presentations to leading 
cost consultants, quantity surveyors and the QS executive 
committee of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
(RICS).
	 David Linnell, BCSA Commercial Director, has been 
stressing the inherent competency and professionalism 
of BCSA members, while also covering subject matters 
such as Target Zero, which is a £1M initiative to help zero 
carbon buildings become a reality (www.targetzero.
info). 
	 The project will provide designers and specifiers with 
the guidance they need to meet the emissions reduction 

targets towards the aspiration of zero carbon by 2019. 
	 Other major topics of Mr Linnell’s presentations have 
included sustainability (www.sustainablesteel.co.uk), 
cost/value competitiveness, why steel is the preferred 
solution and the unique multicyclability of steel in 
construction.
	 The presentations form part of an ongoing BCSA 
programme of direct engagement with quantity 
surveyors. 
	 Derek Tordoff, BCSA Director General, said: “Corus, 
BCSA and SCI would be pleased to give presentations 
and teach-ins to interested consulting engineers, 
quantity surveyors and contractors”

Retail expansion in Blackburn
A total of 20 new shops, a continental style market and 
parking for 1,300 cars will be available when the 
extension to The Mall Blackburn opens in mid-2010.
	 Working with main contractor Taylor Woodrow, 
Robinson Construction is currently erecting 2,500t of 
steelwork for the £66M redevelopment.
	 Taylor Woodrow Construction Manager Matt Legg 
and Robinson’s Contracts Manager Rob McGann are 
responsible for ensuring the steelwork programme runs 
as smoothly as possible. Mr Legg said: “This is a fairly 
complex part of the build programme and requires 
exceptional planning and organisation to ensure the 
correct pieces of steel are in the right place at the right 
time. However, it is also one of the most rewarding, with 
the structure quickly taking shape over a matter of 
months.”
	 Robinson Construction’s package involves a 25 week 
programme, which includes 20,000m2 of metal decking 
and the installation of all precast stairs. It is due to 
complete its work during August.

	 Commenting on the progress, Lorraine Jones, General 
Manager of The Mall Blackburn said: ”These are exciting 
times and this stage of the build process sees the project 
really come alive. Over the coming months consumers 
will be able to follow the progress of the steel silhouette 
taking shape.”   


