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A new Laboratory of Molecular 
Biology (LMB) is under construction 
in Cambridge, which will replace 
an older laboratory and keep the 
Campus and the City at the forefront 
of world scientific developments.  
	 Sir Leszek Borysiewicz, the 

Medical Research Council (MRC) 
Chief Executive said: “The LMB 
has an outstanding track record as 
an innovator in medical research. 
The new building will allow the 
MRC to build on the LMB’s position 
as a globally competitive research 

centre and continue to attract the 
best researchers.”
	 The new state-of-the-art building 
consists of two kinked laboratory 
blocks joined by a central atrium, in a 
shape reminiscent of a chromosome, 
measuring approximately 160m x 
65m. The total usable area will be 
approximately 27,000m2 of fully air-
conditioned space, on three main 
floors.
	 There are some substantial 
steel structures included within 
the building, such as four external 
stainless steel clad towers which 
house the majority of services. 
	 Within the structure’s atrium, 

offices and seminar rooms are 
positioned at the two central 
crossing points, where staircases 
also connect the floors and provide 
access to informal coffee areas at 
the interstitial level. 
	 The offices, formed with 
structural steelwork, are housed 
within four accommodation boxes 
which span the atrium. For aesthetic 
reasons all staircases and bridges 
within the atrium are made from 
structural steelwork, while the roof 
is formed with 30m-long cellular 
beams. 
	 Steelwork is being erected by 
Fisher Engineering. 

NEWS

More than 200t of structural steelwork is being supplied and erected by 
Caunton Engineering for the new £26M Richard Rose Central Academy in 
Carlisle.
	 The project comprises two main wings linked by a large glazed central 
atrium. Working on behalf of Kier Construction, Caunton is erecting 
fabricated box girders, which are tapered in profile, to span the atrium. 
	 Spanning between 19m and 26m, the girders are an architectural feature 
with top boom channels and plated webs connected by countersunk bolts. 
The web plates are tapered from 1m at the centre to 0.6m at the ends. 
Each beam was fabricated in two pieces with a central splice designed as 
a feature and also requiring countersunk bolts.
	 The Academy is scheduled to be completed early in 2011.

Medical research relies on steel

Carlisle academy provides 
educational boost for Cumbria

Olympic venues on track during busiest year
The Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) has released 
new aerial images of the progress on the London 
2012 Olympic Park, showing construction work 
firmly on track during what has been described as 
the busiest year for the project.
	 The main five venues (Olympic Stadium, 
Aquatics Centre, Olympic Village, Velodrome and 
International Broadcast Centre/Main Press Centre) 
are all on schedule, while further progress has 
also been made on the new infrastructure and 
landscaping that will help to create the UK’s largest 
urban park for over a century.
	 ODA Chairman John Armitt, said: “As we 
approach the halfway point of our toughest year in 
the construction of the Park, these new images show 
the visible progress being made. The structures of 
the main venues are already firm fixtures on the 
east London skyline and we remain on schedule.”
	 The picture (right) shows the Olympic Stadium at 
its full height with all 14 lighting towers in place and 
work underway on covering the cable net roof. In 
the foreground the wave-shaped Aquatics Centre 
steel roof structure is in place with roof covering 
work well underway. The dive pool and two 50m 
competition and training pools have also been 
completed and tested.

	 The steelwork packages for both the Stadium 
and the Aquatics Centre have been completed by 

Watson Steel Structures using a total of 12,800t of 
structural steel.


