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Newport Station in South Wales is currently in the 
middle of a redevelopment programme with new 
passenger concourse buildings and footbridges 

under construction. 
	 Architect for the project Grimshaw, said the 
town is bisected by railway tracks and as a result 

each half of Newport has its own character. 
Grimshaw’s design embraces this divide, creating 
two new concourses, north and south, both linked 
by a large footbridge.
	 Working on behalf of main contractor Galliford 
Try, SH Structures is supplying all steelwork for the 
two circular concourse buildings, the footbridge 
as well as all access stairs. 
	 The spiral form of the station is said to mirror 
the journey taken within the connecting bridge and 
back down onto the platforms. Grimshaw says the 
use of an ETFE wrap over a steel structure not only 
creates a very bright and airy space but also, due 
to the lightness of the material, means the building 
requires minimal support structure. The multi-
million pound project is scheduled for completion 
in time for the Ryder Cup which will be held at 
nearby Celtic Manor from 27 September 2010. 
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All change at Newport Station

Chesterfield to kick off 
next season in new stadium

A major road widening scheme is 
underway along the M50 motorway, 
the Republic of Ireland’s busiest 
road. A number of junctions are 
being redesigned, one of which is 
junction N3 which has involved the 
construction of a new 115m-long 
steel bridge.
	 Due to the geometry of the new 
junction the bridge incorporates a 
curve and has a maximum skew of 
60 degrees to the M50. This required 
a torsionally stiff deck and therefore 
a pair of trapezoidal box girders was 
selected for the main beams.
	 Structural engineer for the 
project Hewson Consulting Engin-
eers, said using steel beams meant 
that road closures were kept to a 
minimum as large sections were 
brought to site and lifted in to place.
	 The new bridge, fabricated and 
erected by AMSE and requiring 550t 
of steel, has two spans both with a 

deck width of 13m and supported on 
a central pier.
  	 The entire steel bridge was 
erected during four night time road 
closures involving tandem lifts with 
a 700t capacity mobile crane and a 
350t capacity unit.  

Curved bridge for 
Dublin motorway upgrade

Chesterfield FC is playing its final 
season at the Saltergate ground as 
work is progressing on schedule on 
the new B2net Stadium which is due 
to open for the 2010/11 season.
	 The new 10,338 all-seater stadium 
is being constructed by GB Building 
Solutions, with the structural 
steel frame and precast terracing 
supplied and erected by Robinson 
Construction. 
	 Rob McGann, Robinson 
Contracts Manager said: “We’ve 
erected 730t of structural steelwork 

which includes the decking to the 
corporate facilities for the project, 
terracing, steps and stairs covered 
by 15m-long cantilevered Westok 
tapered rafters, all within the agreed 
12 weeks programme.”
	 The new stadium is located on 
the outskirts of Chesterfield adjacent 
to the A61 on a site previously 
occupied by the Dema Glass 
factory. The project forms part of a 
wider regeneration scheme which 
also includes a number of retail 
developments.


